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by the Bancrofts at the Hay-
market, 1884 ; John Hare at the
Garrick, 1893 ; Gerald du Manner
atWyndham's, 1913 (a freely mod-
ernised version) ; Gladys Cooper at
the Adelphi, 1924. A burlesque,
Dora and Diplunacy, by F. C.
Burnand, was produced at the
Strand Theatre, 1878.

Diploma Gallery. Home of the
examples of work which artists, on
becoming R.A., are required to pre-
sent to the Academy within six
months of their election. The
rule governing the custom was
passed in 1770; but as the Aca-
demy had been founded two years
earlier, the first 36 members were
exempt from the operation of the
law. Most of them have since been
represented by pictures, etc., pur-
chased by the council or otherwise
acquired. The exhibits now num-
ber about 300, and the collection
is housed in the Diploma Gallery
(which also contains works of
foreign masters) at the Royal
Academy, Burlington House,
London.

Diplomatic (Gr. diploma, folded
paper.). -Word used for the critical
study of documents, especially
historical, to be carefully distin-
guished from diplomacy. The
critical examination of the actual
historical documents, charters,
treaties, etc., was first called diplo-
matic (res diplomatica) in Prance
in the 17th century, doubtless
because some of the documents
were known as diplomas. The
study was taken up at various
seats of learning as history became
more scientific. Diplomatic is con-
cerned solely with the genuineness
or otherwise of the documents,
and arose at a time when forgeries
of ancient charters, etc., were
plentiful and undetected. It has
nothing to do with the truth or
otherwise of the facts contained
in them, nor does it seek to de-
cipher them, that being the prov-
ince of palaeography. There is a
lecturer in diplomatic at Oxford.
See History ; Manuscripts ; Palaeo-
graphy.

Diplomatic Corps. Term ap-
plied to the general body of am-
bassadors and diplomatic agents
accredited to a government. They
enjoy special privileges, e.g. free-
dom from arrest, and when these
are attacked they act in concert.
Ministers rank according to senior-
ity. The diplomatic corps accre-
dited to the court of St. James's is
under the supervision of a marshal,
assisted by a vice-marshal and an
assistant marshal. See Diplomacy.
Diplomatic Service. This body
was amalgamated with others in

Dipper or water
ouzel

1943 to form the new foreign
service of the British government.
See Foreign Service, British.

Dipnoi (Gr., double breathing).
Term applied to the lung fishes,
which have developed the power
of breathing air with a simple lung
as well as extracting air from the
water by gills. There are three
existing genera: the Australian
Ceratod'us, the African Protopterus,
and the S. American Lepidosiren.
Dipper (Cinclus). Name some-
times applied to the water ouzel.
The bird is common in England,
where it is often
seen about the
streams, feeding
on aquatic, in-
sects. It is
brown in colour,
with white
underparts,and
can walk under
water by grip-
ping the stones
with its feet. At any greater depth
than that just sufficient to cover
its head the bird uses its wings in
the effort to keep below water. Its
nest is made of grass, skilfully
concealed by a covering of moss.
Dipsacaceae. Family of peren-
nial or biennial herbs. Belonging
to the teasel family, they have
opposite leaves, and small, funnel-
shaped flowers gathered into a
hemispheric or cylindric head.
Well-known examples are the
teasel (Dipsacus sylvestris] and the
scabious (Scabiosa).

Dip-Sector. Sector between
the true and the real horizon at
sea. At sea the altitudes of celes-
tial objects are measured from the
visible sea horizon. This is below
the true horizon by an amount
depending on the elevation of the
observer's eye above the surface
of the sea. See Dip ; Navigation,
Dipsomania. Periodic bouts
of excessive drinking accompanied
by characteristic personality
changes. Often a defensive re-
action against feelings of depres-
sion, it may be manifested, accord-
ing to the sufferer's personality, by
a wild spree with psychopathic
behaviour, or a bitter aggressive
paranoid type of reaction, or by
quiet, withdrawn drinking.

Diptera (Gk. dis, two ; pteron,
a wing). Order of insects com-
prising the two-winged or true
flies. Only fore-wings are present,
the hind-wings being modified into
a pair of minute knobbed organs,
which are sensory and help to
maintain stability in flight. More
than 90,000 species are known, c,
5,200 in the British Isles.

Dipterocarpaceae (Gr. dipte-
ros, double-winged; karpos, fruit).
Family of large trees yielding
resinous balsamic juice. They are
natives of the tropics of the Old
World. They have alternate
leaves, and often fragrant flowers
disposed in flat-topped clusters.
The fruits are leathery with winged
appendages, and containing a
single seed. The juices of the trunk
are used as pitch, varnish, and
medicine. One species (Dryobala-
nops) furnishes Borneo camphor.
Valeria indica yields the pinaceous
dammar, used for varnish.

Diptych (Gr. diptychos, folded
in two). Hinged, two-leaved
tablet of wood, metal, or ivory.
Folded together like a book, with
its inner surfaces coated with wax,
it was used by the Greeks and
Romans for writing on with a
stilus, a small iron rod, pointed at
one end and blunt at the other
(for smoothing the wax when cor-
rection was necessary), that did
duty as a pen. Later, the diptych
was adopted by artists, the tablets

Diptych in ivory, showing The Virgin
and Child and Christ blessing.   Early
14th century ; 8i inches high
Victoria and Albert Museum
being replaced by panels on which
were painted pictures mostly of a
religious character. See Triptych.
Dir. Part of West Pakistan, a
former nawab's state. Fruit,
wheat, and barley are the chief
crops. Timber is exported down
the rivers. In the N, are mts.
rising to 13,000 ft. Pathan tribes-
men speaking Yuzufzai Pashto
dominate the dist. ; Bashkars in
the valleys speak a distinct lan-
guage of their own. Area 2,040
sq. m. Pop. (1951) 148,648.
Dirac, PAUL ADEIEN MATTBICB
(b. 1902). British physicist. Bora
Aug. 8, 1902, he was educated at
Bristol university and S. John's
College, Cambridge. In 1932